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COURT UPHOLDS WAGE-HOUR LAW 


Supreme Court Establishes Constitutionality of Act 
by Two Sweeping Decisions 


The constitutionality of the Federal wage and hour law 
was conclusively established by two sweeping decisions ren- 
dered by the United States Supereme Court on Monday, Feb- 
ruary 3. These decisions upheld not only the provisions of 
the Act that specify minimum wages and maximum hours 
for employees “engaged in the production of goods for com- 
merce,” but also the portion of the Act that authorizes the 
Wage and Hour Administrator, acting on the recommenda- 
tions of the Industry Committee, to establish minimum wages 
for individual industries somewhat higher than the thirty- 
cent minimum prescribed in the statute. 

The first of the cases decided by the Supreme Court was 
United States v. F. W. Darby Lumber Co. A criminal pro- 
ceeding had been instituted against the Darby Lumber Com- 
pany of Statesboro, Georgia, on the grounds that the company 
had failed to pay the statutory minimum wages to employees 
engaged in the production of goods for commerce, that it 
had not paid time and one-half for overtime work, and that 
it had failed to keep the records required by the statute. 
In addition, it was claimed that the company had also violated 
the Act by making interstate shipments of products that had 
been produced by workers paid less than the statutory 
minimum wages. The company contested the proceedings 
on the ground that the Act is unconstitutional, since Congress 
had no power to regulate hours of employment or minimum 
wages in local manufacturing industries. The Federal District 
Court agreed with this argument and held that the Act is 
unconstitutional. 


In reversing the District Court's decision, and in upholding 
the constitutionality of the statute, the Supreme Court over- 
ruled the well known decision in Hammer v. Dagenhart, 
which 22 years ago established that Congress did not have 
power to prohibit employment of child labor by making it 
unlawful to ship the products of child labor in interstate 
commerce. Mr. Justice Stone, speaking for a unanimous 
Court, said that this earlier decision was inconsistent with 
principles that had long prevailed in interpreting the scope 
of the power of Congress to regulate interstate commerce, 
and that it should be overruled. 


He said that Congress has plenary power to regulate inter- 
state commerce, and that in the exercise of this power Con- 
gress can prohibit the interstate shipment of any article, even 
though the article of itself is harmless, if Congress deems 
such a prohibition required by public policy. Even though 
such a prohibition of interstate shipments is intended to 
or has the effect of regulating a purely local activity, as 
manufacturing admittedly is, such a prohibition is nonethe- 
less within the power of Congress. 

The Court went further, however, and found that wholly 
apart from a prohibition against the interstate shipment of 


articles produced under substandard labor conditions, Con- 
gress has the power directly to regulate wages and hours of 
employment in manufacturing industries producing goods 
for interstate commerce, where such a regulation is necessary 
to protect interstate commerce from harm or injury. It was 
pointed out that the wage and hour law was enacted to protect 
interstate commerce from competition from goods produced 
under substandard labor conditions, and the regulation of 


(Continued on page 6435) 


T.N.E.C. Issues Survey of Trade Associations 


The Temporary National Economic Committee issued this 
week a “Trade Association Survey” as No. 18 in its series 
of monographs on “Investigations of Concentration of Eco- 
nomic Power.” The study has been in the process of prepara- 
tion for over a year by experts in the Department of Com- 
merce. The foreword of the monograph points out that the 
study represents the views of those who prepared it and not 
the views of the Department of Commerce or of the Temporary 
National Economic Committee. 


The monograph contains sections dealing with the follow- 
ing subjects on the organization and activity of trade associa- 
tions: General characteristics, scope of activity, trade prac- 
tices, uniform accounting, cost statistics and studies, technical 
research, trade promotion, government and employee relations, 
types of State and local associations, trade statistics, price 
and bid information, conclusions, and trade practice activities 
of the Sugar Institute. 

The monograph may be obtained from the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 
at 50 cents a copy. 


QUARTERLY STOCKS REPORT 


Census Bureau Issues Figures on Supplies of 
Selected Canned Foods on January 1 


Stocks of salmon, corn, and peaches in the hands of both 
canners and distributors were smaller on January 1, 1941, 
than a year earlier, according to the quarterly canned food 
stock report prepared by the Bureau of the Census in coopera- 
tion with the National Canners Association and the Associa- 
tion of Pacific Fisheries. 

Tomatoes and pears were up, however, for both canners and 
distributors. The 13 per cent increase in stocks of peas and 
the 13 per cent decrease in stocks of beans in canners’ hands 
were somewhat offset by changes in the opposite direction in 
distributors’ stocks. 

The following table summarizes the data on canners’ and 
distributors’ stocks on January 1, 1941, by showing the trends 
in stocks of selected canned foods when compared with stocks 
on certain dates: 
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Canners Stocks 


Change Distributors’ Stocks . 
Commodity Jan 1, 1041 Change 
from Jan. 1, 1041, from— 
Jan. 1, 1940 Oct. 1, 1940 Jan. 1, 1040 
Vegetables: Per cent Per cent Per cont 
—21 +2 -4 
Tomatoes.......... +15 +17 +6 
Fruits: 
-18 +12 -1 
+93 +42 +4 
Salmon: —55 +26 
Alaska Reds........ —83 +8 —23 
-16 +40 -10 
+10 +31 -7 


Salmon, Tuna, and Sardines.—In terms of number of cases, 
all sizes combined, canners’ stocks of salmon were down more 
sharply (55 per cent) than were distributors’ (14 per cent). 
This reflects a definite continuation of the marked decreases 
reported in the October 1 report. The number of cases of 
Alaska reds showed the greatest decline from a year ago, 
canners’ stocks falling 83 per cent and distributors’ stocks 
23 per cent. Stocks of pinks were reported reduced for both 
types of holders, while “other” salmon stocks fell only in the 
hands of distributors. As shown in the following table, dis- 
tributors’ stocks of both tuna and sardines were lower than 
last year. The outstanding decrease was that shown for 
imported sardines, continuing to shrink rapidly due to the 
war situation. 


The following table shows statistics of representative dis- 
tributors’ stocks of canned salmon, tuna, and sardines. Com- 
piled by the Bureau of the Census, the figures are based upon 
reports from the same firms for each date: 


Change 
Jan. 1, Jan. 1, 1041, from— 
Oct. 1, 1940 Jan. 1, 1940 


Representative data on canners’ inventories of stocks of 
unsold salmon, compiled by the Association of Pacific Fish- 
eries, are shown in the table below. The figures represent 
the combined reports of companies accounting for 98 per 
cent or more of the total pack: 


Dec. 31, Sept. 30, Dec. 31, Sept. 30, 

Variety 1940 1940 1939 1939 

Salmon: Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Alaska Reds............ 225,552 465,923 1,365,976 1,514,545 
373,200 651,478 445,687 636,843 
361,034 506,842 329,268 307,000 
959,885 1,624,243 2,140,031 2,458,388 


Vegetables.—Stocks of canned tomatoes, according to dis- 
tributors cooperating in this survey, were 6 per cent greater 
than on January 1, 1940. This increase reverses the decline 
reported between October 1, 1939 and October 1, 1940. Dur- 
ing 1939 their stocks were, in general, higher than in 1938. 
Canners showed an increase of 15 per cent in the number of 
cases since January 1, 1940. 


For all the vegetables on which reports are available, the 
stocks of canners showed greater variation than those of 


distributors. The largest increase, 15 per cent, was in hold. 
ings of cases of tomatoes by canners. Except for distributors’ 
holdings of corn, distributors’ and canners’ stocks of corn and 
beans were higher a year ago than on January 1, 1939. The 
trend toward decreased stocks, noted last quarter, is thus con- 
tinued this period. 


The following table shows sold and unsold stocks of certain 
vegetables on selected dates: 


y 1, October 1, J yl, 

Commodity 1941 1940 1940 

Disrarsvrors Cases Cases Cases 
1,183 ,463 1,280 ,026 1,174,332 
1,085 ,970 925 ,873 1,027 ,037 
Green and wax beans......... 609,112 524,547 509,043 

Cannens; 

11,506 224 17,086,917 10,306,387 
9,865,513 15,439,068 12,446,175 
Green and wax beans......... 3,899,198 4,889,000 4,492,001 


Peaches and Pears.—Both distributors’ and canners’ stocks 
of canned pears were higher on January 1, 1941 than a year 
earlier, although the change in distributors’ stocks was small, 
four per cent. Canners’ stocks of peaches were again in 
smaller volume than at the same date one year earlier. The 
decrease in cases of peaches held by canners conforms to the 
trend shown over the last two years. Distributors’ stocks were 
again down following a slight rise shown as of October 1, 1940. 


Stocks of peaches and pears in the hands of representative 
distributors and canners on January 1, 1941, and January 1 
and October 1, 1940, together with percentage changes, are 
shown in the following table compiled by the Bureau of 


Census: 
Change 
Commodity Jan. 1, Oct. 1, Jan. 1, Jan. 1, 1941, from— 
1941 1940 1940 Oot. 1, 1940 Jan. 1, 1940 


625, 2338, 412, 


Study of Interstate Trade Barriers Available 


A comprehensive outline of various factors involved in 
the study of interstate trade barriers has been prepared by 
Paul T. Truitt, Chairman of the Interdepartmental Com- 
mittee on Interstate Trade Barriers. It may be obtained, 
without charge, on application to Mr. Truitt, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington, D. C., or at any of the 
Commerce Department's District offices. 


Object of the outline is to provide sufficient information 
to create a well-rounded understanding of the classifications 
of trade barriers, the types of State powers usually involved 
in their enactment, the development of specific trade barrier 
cases, a description of present State and federal machinery 
for dealing with these problems, and suggestions for activ- 
ity for groups or individuals wishing to engage in an anti- 
trade barrier movement. 


In addition, the outline furnishes an extensive list of 
recent publications on barriers to interstate trade, compiled 
by H. P. Warhurst of the Marketing Research Division of 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. This list 
contains publications of both governmental and non-govern- 


mental origin, available through local libraries. 
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COURT UPHOLDS WAGE-HOUR LAW 
(Continued from page 6433) 


wages and hours of employment in local manufacturing 
enterprises was found to be a reasonable method of accom- 
plishing this purpose. 

In its decision in the Darby case, the Supreme Court also 
pointed out that the Act is constitutionally applicable not only 
to employees producing merchandise specifically intended for 
interstate shipment, but also to employees producing mer- 
chandise all or any part of which may in the normal course 
of business be shipped in interstate commerce. The Court 
said: 

“The recognized need of drafting a workable statute and the 
well known circumstances in which it was to be applied are per- 
suasive of the conclusion, which the legislative history supports, 
that the Rpm ge for commerce’ intended includes at least pro- 
duction of goods, which, at the time of production, the employer, 
according to the normal course of his business, in or expects 
to move in interstate commerce although, thro exigencies 
of the business, all of the goods may not actually enter 
interstate commerce.” 

In the other decision, Opp Cotton Mills, Inc. v. Adminis- 
trator, the Opp Cotton Mills had sought to prevent the en- 
forcement of the Administrator’s order, made on the recom- 
mendation of an Industry Committee, fixing a 3244-cent 
minimum hourly wage for the textile industry. The Court 
referred to its decision in the Darby case sustaining the 
constitutionality of the statute, and further concluded that 
the provisions of the statute authorizing the procedure for 
raising minimum wages through the use of industry com- 
mittees are valid. 


Inspectors of Food Wanted for War Department 


The United States Civil Service Commission has announced 
an examination under the title of “Inspector, Subsistence 
Supplies” for positions in the Quartermaster Corps of the 
War Department. The salaries for the various grades range 
from $1,620 to $2,600 a year, less a 34% per cent retirement 
deduction. 

The duties of the positions involve inspectional work in 
connection with such food supplies as fruits and vegetables 
(including canned fruits and vegetables of all classes), con- 
diments, beverages, and staples. Also included among the 
duties are keeping records and handling correspondence 
incident to the inspectional work. Applicants must show 
experience in the inspection, or purchase and inspection, of 
a variety of foodstuffs. Laboratory testing experience in 
food products, or certain appropriate college study may be 
substituted for the experience. 


To qualify for principal, senior, or full-grade inspector, 
applicants must have reached their twenty-fifth birthday; 
for the assistant and junior inspector positions, they must 
have reached their twenty-first birthday. Applicants for all 
grades must not have passed their fifty-fifth birthday. 

Persons who can meet these requirements are urged to file 
their applications at once. Applications will be rated as re- 
ceived at the Commission’s Washington office until further 
notice, 

Further information and application forms may be obtained 
from the Secretary of the Board of U. S. Civil Service Ex- 
aminers at any first- or second-class post office, or from the 
U. S. Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C. 


Status of European Corn Borer in 1940 


Information accumulated by the Bureau of Entomology and 
Plant Quarantine and by workers in the various States in- 
fested by the European corn borer is presented in a report 
just published in the /nsect Pest Survey Bulletin under date 
of December 20, 1940. According to this report, the principal 
centers of abundance of the European corn borer in the 
United States in 1940 were as follows: Southeastern Michigan, 
including most of the “thumb” section; the northwestern 
quarter of Ohio; nine counties near the eastern border of 
Indiana; four counties on the southern edge of Lake Ontario, 
in western New York; portions of the Hudson River Valley in 
eastern New York; Long Island, New York; Centre and Bucks 
Counties in Pennsylvania; two counties in southern Vermont 
and one in southwestern New Hampshire; eastern Massachu- 
setts and Hampden County in that State; the States of Con- 
necticut and Rhode Island; the central part of New Jersey; 
southern Delaware; most of the Eastern Shore of Maryland 
and Virginia; Princess Anne County on the southeastern 
mainland of Virginia. 


The data also show significant increases in abundance of 
the European corn borer in 1940 from 1939 in comparable 
surveyed sections of Indiana, Ohio, western New York, Long 
Island, N. Y., New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia; significant decreases in Vermont, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, and Rhode Island; and no significant changes in the 
levels of population in Wisconsin, Michigan, Bucks County, 
Pa., eastern New York, New Hampshire, nor Maine. 


Infestation in the few counties surveyed in southeastern 
Wisconsin in 1940 was light, as in 1939, whereas in south- 
eastern Michigan larval populations continued at high levels. 
The increases in abundance of the insect from 1939 to 1940 
in the surveyed portions of Indiana and Ohio brought the 
populations in these States to the highest levels on record, and 
in the four counties surveyed along the southern edge of Lake 
Ontario, in western New York, the borer reached its maximum 
abundance for that section of the country. Although less 
abundant throughout New England and in eastern New York 
proper in 1940 than in 1939, the corn borer became much 
more numerous southward along the Atlantic Coast from Long 
Island through New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia. 

Data are included for 1939 and 1940 on average borers per 
hundred plants in a number of States, by counties, and the 
results of surveys to determine the relative abundance of the 
borer in early market sweet corn are given. 


The Raw Products Bureau has available a few copies of 


the entire report which it will be glad to send to members 
upon request directed to the Bureau. 


Warehousing Regulations for Canned Foods 


Regulations for the warehousing of canned foods under 
the United States Warehouse Act have been reissued and 
published in the Federal Register for February 4. The prom- 
ulgation of these new regulations by the Department of 
Agriculture was occasioned by a desire to make a few minor 
administrative changes in the old regulations. Copies of the 
regulations will not be available in separate form for several 
months. 
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ADJUSTMENT COMMITTEE 


New England States 


Fred E. Maine, Chairman 
Milroy W 
James S. Maine 


Illinois, lowa, Nebraska, and Ozark Territory 
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John L. Albright, Columbus, Wis. 
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Utah, Montana, Colorado, and Idaho 


Joseph F. Barker, Ogden, Utah, Chairman 
Reynold H. Peterson, Cowley, Wyo. 
William Varney, Roy, Utah 


Southern States 


Charles F. Greiner, Harvey, La., Chairman 
J. S. Cafiero, Savannah, Ga. 
A, C. Ketzler, Winter Haven, Fla. 


Texas 


William F. Gohlke, Austin, Texas, Chairman 
Charles L. Diven, Weslaco, Texas 
C. Freed, Crystal City, Texas 


ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 


F, E. Brewer, Marshalltown, Iowa 

Ralph Brown, San Francisco, Calif. 
HL. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 

E B. Cosgrove, Le Sueur, Minn. 

Clinton W. Davis, Portland, Maine 

Arthur C. Dorrance, Camden, N. J. 

Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, Md. 

Alfred W. Eames, San Francisco, Calif. 

G. R. Garretson, Chicago, Il 

Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich. 

Walter L. Graefe, Griffin, Ga. 

H. E. Gray, San Jose, Calif. 

Arthur Hamilton, Lebanon, Ohio 

F. A. Harding, Watertown, Mass. 

G. Sherwin Haxton, Oakfield, N. Y. 

Roy W. Hemingway, Auburn, N. Y. 
E Hume, San Francisco, Calif. 

Mare C. Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich. 

H. F. Krimendahl, Celina, Ohio 

Carroll E. Lindsey, Highland City, Fla. 

Carl N. Lovegren, San Francisco, Calif. 


N. C. A. Standing Committees for 1941 


H. E. MacConaughey, San Francisco, Calif. 

E. G. McDougall, Chicago, Ill. 

B. E. Maling, Hillsboro, Oreg. 

Karl Kuner Mayer, Brighton, Colo. 
A. Miskimen, Indianapolis, Ind. 

B. C. Nott, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

B. C. Olney, Rochester, N. Y. 

Howard A, Orr, Circleville, Ohio 

F. A. Stare, Columbus, Wis. 

. S. Thorne, Geneva, N. Y. 

E. F. Tre Hoopeston, Ill. 

Clarence M. Walters, Chica , Ti. 

J. B. Weix, Ocoraomowoe, le. 

Paul H. Wolf, Gwynneville, Ind. 
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ADVISORY BOARD 


H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 
E. B. Cosgrove, Le Sueur, Minn. 
Charles S. Crary, Streator, Ill. 
Richard Dickinson, Eureka, Ill. 
Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, Md. 
Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich. 
Walter L. Graefe, Griffin, Ga. 
F. A. Harding, Watertown, Mass. 
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Karl Kuner Mayer, Brighton, Colo. 
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. S. Therne, Geneva, N. Y. 
E. F. Trego, Hoopeston, Ill. 


Carl N. Lovegren, San Francisco, Calif., Chairman 
Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich., Vice-Chairman 
W. M. Campbell, Washington C. H., Ohio 
Henry Cannon II, Bridgeville, Del. 

L. T. Dee, Ogden, Utah 

E. R. Elwell, Portland, Maine 
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Charles Kemp, Frankfort, Ind. 
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Ralph Brown, San Francisco, Calif. 
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C, E, Spencer, Lebanon, Oreg. 
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C. C, Rathbun, Tampa, Fla 
F. M. Shook, Easton, Md. 
Lee A. Taylor, Rochester, N. Y. 
Marvin P. Verhulst, Madison, Wis. 
Newlin B, Watson, Greenwich, N. J. 
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Financial Statistics for Can Manufacturers 


A report on “Tin Can and Tinware Manufacturing Cor- 
porations” has been issued by the Federal Trade Commission 
in its project for the collection of annual financial reports 
from a large number of industrial corporations operating 
in the United States, 


The four manufacturers whose financial reports are com- 
bined represent four of the more important concerns in 
this industry from the standpoint of investment and value 
of goods. Their consolidated sales for 1939 aggregated 
$302,657,213, or approximately 81 per cent of the total 
value of products reported by the Census for 1939. 


Copies of the report are available from the Federal Trade 
Commission, Washington, D, C. 


National Cherry Week Promotion Begins 


Promotion for National Cherry Week has begun with ad- 
vertisements in a number of newspapers and periodicals and 
with direct distribution of streamers, recipe leaflets, and 
menu stickers. The week is observed from February 15 to 22. 
The cherry-pie baking contest in Chicago on February 22 
will climax National Cherry Week. 


Monopoly Committee Studies Corporations 


The “Financial Characteristics of American Manufacturing 
Corporations” have been studied by the Temporary National 
Economic Committee, and a report under that title has been 
issued by the Committee. This report is one of a series pub- 
lished by the Committee. 
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NOVEMBER SUGAR IMPORTS 


Decrease 8.6 Per Cent Below Amount Released for 
Consumption During October 


Total amount of sugar imported for consumption during 
November, including quantities released from bonded ware- 
houses, was 8.6 per cent less than the amount released during 
October, according to Department of Commerce figures. 


Total receipts released during November amounted to 614,- 
833,050 pounds, compared with 672,566,467 pounds during 
October, and 682,521,823 pounds released during September. 


In the table below, compiled from the reports of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce, are shown imports into the United States 
during November of raw and refined sugar, both dutiable 


eru 
N nd 
Philippine Islands 
China 


The following table, also based on Department of Com- 
merce figures, shows the imports of sugar by ports of entry. 
These figures include imports for direct consumption and 
withdrawals from bonded warehouses within the United 


177,176,475 22,512,936 56,303 


Canned Milk Company Enters into Stipulation 


The Carnation Company of Milwaukee and Seattle has 
entered into a stipulation with the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion in which it agrees to cease and desist from certain 
representations in the sale of “Carnation Irradiated Eva- 
porated Milk.” 


The respondent, according to the press announcement of 
the Commission, “stipulates that it will cease representing, 
directly or by implication in its advertising, by use of such 
expressions as ‘Producers of Irradiated Carnation Evaporated 
Milk’ or otherwise, that it produces the milk from which 
its product is processed.” 


Indexes of Employment and Prices 


The wholesale price index for all commodities declined 
.2 of a point during the week ending February 1, 1941, but 
it remained 1.8 points higher than it was a year ago, accord- 
ing to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The all-foods index 
declined .4 of a point during the week, leaving it just 2.0 . 
points higher than it was on February 3, 1940, 


The retail price index for all foods rose .5 of a point from 
December 17, 1940, to January 14, 1941, rising to 3.0 points 
above the figure for January 1940. Both the fresh and canned 
fruits and vegetables parts of the index shared in the advance; 
although the canned foods index rose only .1 of a point, and 
it remained 1.9 points below the comparable index for Janu- 
ary 1940. 


The employment and payrolls indexes for all industries 
rose 1.6 and 6.3 points respectively from November to Decem- 
ber 1940, leaving both indexes well above the comparable 
levels for December 1939. Both the employment and pay- 
rolls indexes for the canning and preserving industry showed 
further seasonal declines during the month. 


In the following tables derived from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reports, the employment and payroll indexes are 
based on the average for the years 1923-25 taken as 100 per 
cent, the wholesale price indexes have the average for the 
single year 1926 taken as a base, while for retail prices the 
average for the years 1935-39 is taken as 100 per cent. 


114.6 
123.2 


107.8 122.8 
101.4 93.2 


Wholesale Prices 


Feb. 1, Jan, 25, Jan. 18, Jan. 11, Jan. 4, 
1941 1941 1941 1941 
80.8 80.6 80.2 80.2 

74.1 73.7 73.0 73.2 


Canning and preserving 103.7 100.6 


Jan. 14, Dee. 17, Nov. 12, Jan. 16, 
1M1 1940 1940 1940 

97.3 95.9 

89.5 85.5 

91.3 


4.8 
91.7 


91.3 93.3 


Surplus Foods Designated for February 


Fresh grapefruit, pears, oranges, and apples, and dried 
prunes, raisins, and dry edible beans are among the agri- 
cultural products designated as surplus foods for the month 
of February, according to an announcement by the Surplus 
Marketing Administration. These products may be ex- 
changed for blue surplus food order stamps under the food 
stamp program. 

The complete list of foods available in all stamp plan 
areas is as follows: Butter, raisins, rice, pork lard, pork, 
corn meal, shell eggs, hominy (corn) grits, dry edible beans, 
wheat flour and whole wheat (graham) flour, onions (except 
green onions), dried prunes, Irish potatoes, fresh oranges, 
fresh apples, fresh pears, and fresh grapefruit. 


In addition to these foods, fresh carrots are available in 
eligible retail food stores participating in the stamp plan 
in Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, and Vermont. 


and free: 
Raw Refined 
Origin Dutiable Free Dutiable Free 
Foreign countries: Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Leven 5,103 
Total............. 216,050,902 177,176,475 22,512,936 56,303 
U. 8. Territories......... 
Dec., Nov., Dee. Dee, Nov., 
Total receipts. .... 216,050,902 372,507,139 22,512,936 3,761,983 1940 1940 1990 1940 1960 1990 
; 
80.3 
Feb. 3, 
All commodities 4 
78.8 
States: 7.7 
Raw Refined 
Port of Entry Dutiabie Free Dutiable Free ~ = ———Retail Prices———— 
Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Massachusetts.......... 16,470,852 20,704,705 
Philadelphia............ 48,631,784 46,903,786 Fresh fruits and vegetables............. 
7,585,183 35,250,504 .......... 5,000 Canned fruits and vegetables........... 
New Orleans........... 62,783,000 33,000,206 .......... 
San Francisco.......... 7,100 
Total............ 216,050,002 
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Stocks and Shipments of Canned Beets 


Stocks of beets in canners’ hands on January 1, 1941, 
totalled 1,630,196 actual cases, as compared with 1,396,562 
cases in canners’ hands on January 1, 1940, according to 
figures compiled by the Association’s Division of Statistics. 


Shipments during the six-month period July 1, 1939 to 


January 1, 1940 amounted to 1,515,972 cases, compared with 
1,745,775 cases from July 1, 1940 to January 1, 1941. 


The following table shows these comparisons by regions: 
Stocks Shipments 
Jan. 1, July 1 to January 1, 
40-41 


1,515,972 1,745,775 
1940 Pack of Canned Beets 


The pack of canned beets in 1940 totalled 3,148,218 actual 
cases as compared with 1,970,454 cases in 1939, according to 
figures compiled by the Association’s Division of Statistics. 
The East packed 1,412,048 cases, the Mid-West 1,246,156 
cases, and the West 3,148,218 cases. 


Comparative figures of the 1939 and 1940 pack and total 
supply are shown in the following table: 
Total Supply 
1930-40 1940-41 
Cases Cases 
1,163,050 1,539,505 


1,354,930 1,321,873 
304,545 514,503 


Details of the pack are shown in the following table. De- 
tailed figures of the pack in miscellaneous size containers, 
including glass, are not given, but totalled 418,526 cases. 

48/1 24/24 6/10 Total 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
6,837 34,717 72,019 380,303 


51 134,375 86,829 313,378 
2,488 22,631 135,252 520,636 
0,243 


298,318 "490,014 
1,970,454 3,148,218 


19,619 102,007 315,361 1,412,048 


4,851 77,884 50,485 390,604 
178,576 51,156 387,567 

1,010 52,186 78,883 311,556 
1,475 19,306 88, 235 

2,423 5,138 68,104 


7,656 312,544 205,058 1,246,156 


924 «45,627 44,543 


1,410 


$3,533 10,458 116,907 490,014 
74,803 30,808 515,000 637,416 3,148,218 


Total U. 8...... 1,471,566 


Pineapple Canning in Malaya 
At the end of 1940 the British Malayan pineapple canning 


industry was operating at nearly full capacity, and heavy 
packing during January was anticipated, the Bureau of 


Foreign and Domestic Commerce has reported. It was 
generally believed, however, that only 40 per cent of an aver- 
age pack will be processed in the season ending March, 194). 
During 1940 the industry sold 521,000 cases, including 421,- 
000 to the British Food Ministry. 


The Food Ministry has 252,000 additional cases on order, 
with further purchases, in undisclosed amounts, promised. 
A prominent Chinese packer, just returned from the United 
States, voiced hopes for increased American sales of pine- 
apple canned in British Malaya. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 


eek 
Feb. 1, Jan. 25, 
1941 1941 


Domestic, competing directly. 1,818 


Imports competing directly. . . 120 
indirectly . 43 


Pea Seed Treatment Profitable in New York State 


Practically all soils contain organisms that cause decay 
of pea seed, especially when the soil is poorly aerated and 
wet. Studies made in New York State during 1940 showed 
that treatment of the seed with a protectant paid for itself 
by increasing yields as well as stands. It prevented poor 
stands in a third of the fields and increased the yield of 
shelled peas by 30 to 50 per cent, according to information 
released by the Experiment Station. 


The report states that “of the materials available for pea 
seed treatment, red copper oxide, also known as ‘Cuprocide’, 
is probably most widely used in this State, but may cause 
injury to some varieties. Where the seed is drilled in, a little 
graphite is added to facilitate the flow of the seed. ‘Semesan’ 
and ‘Spergon’ are other effective protectants and thus far have 
not caused any injury to the varieties on which they have 
been used. In the 1940 tests, Spergon very consistently gave 
the largest increase in yields.” 


Maryland Broker Receives F. T. C. Order 


W. E. Robinson & Co., Inc., Bel Air, Md., a field broker, 
acting as the agent of sellers in transactions of sale and 
purchase of canned fruits and vegetables, has been ordered 
by the Federal Trade Commission to cease and desist from 
violation of the brokerage provision of the Robinson-Patman 
Act. 
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More Land Grant Claim Releases Submitted 


Approval of land grant claim releases submitted by the 
Great Northern Railway Company and three other Mid- 
western railroads, under which the roads may take advantage 
of increased rates for certain Government freight and pas- 
senger business in territories covered by the releases, were 
announced on Thursday by the Department of the Interior. 
The other railroads were the New York Central, the Michigan 
Central, and the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha 
Railway Company. 

The release of the Great Northern Railway Company 
covers land grant territory traversed by its predecessor, the 
St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway Company, 
which had succeeded to the land grant railroad owned by the 
St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Company. The area embraced 
the main line from Stillwater, Minnesota, by way of St. Paul 
to Breckenridge, Minnesota, the Brainerd branch from 
Minneapolis by way of East St. Cloud to Watab, Minnesota, 
and the St. Vincent extension from East St. Cloud to St. 
Vincent, Minnesota, with a branch to the international 
boundary line at Noyes. 

The New York Central Railroad Company release covers 
a land grant road of its predecessor, the Amboy, Lansing 
and Traverse Bay Railroad Company, between Lansing and 
Jonesville, in Michigan. 

The Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha release 
covers a small portion of the main line of its predecessor, 
the St. Paul and Pacific, east from St. Paul to Stillwater, 
Minnesota. 

The Michigan Central release covers territory of its land 
grant road predecessor, the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw 
from Lansing by way of Owosso and Bay City to Mackinaw 
City, Michigan. 


Order Issued Against Auto Parts Trade Associations 


The Federal Trade Commission has ordered five trade 
associations, whose members are manufacturers and jobbers 
of a large part of the automobile parts and accessories sold 
in the United States, and their officers, directors, and agents, 
to cease and desist from carrying out agreements that pre- 
vent price competition and tend unreasonably to restrain 
trade in parts and accessories. 


The Commission order directs the National Standard Parts 
Association, Detroit, composed of both manufacturers and 
jobbers, to discontinue attempting, by agreement with its 
members, the elimination of price competition among manu- 
facturers and jobbers and the maintenance of retail prices 
suggested by manufacturing members. This association, to- 
gether with the three jobber associations, and a Kansas City 
association composed of both manufacturers and jobbers, are 
ordered to cease attempting to prevent establishment of new 
ro sae of their members in the jobbing and wholesale 

elds, 

The three jobber associations are: The Motor and Equip- 
ment Wholesalers Association, Chicago; the Mississippi Val- 
ley Automotive Association, formerly active in Iowa and 
Illinois; and the Southwestern Automotive Jobbers Associa- 
tion, whose members are in Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, and 
Oklahoma, The Kansas City manufacturers’ and jobbers’ 
association is the Automotive Trades Association of Greater 
Kansas City. 


Unsold Stocks of Canned Salmon 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon decreased 366,444 cases 
during January, according to statistics compiled by the Asso- 
ciation of Pacific Fisheries. Stocks on January 31, 1941, 
totalled 593,441 actual cases, compared with 959,885 cases 
on December 31, 1940. Stocks on January 31, 1941, were 
about a third of what they were on January 31, 1940, when 
they amounted to 1,611,616 cases. 

The figures for both years are based on reports of com- 
panies packing 99 per cent of the pack. The following table 
gives detailed figures on unsold stocks: 


Total 
Jan, 31, 
1940 


Talls 
(1 Ibo 


(1 Ibo 


ee 


S238 2828 


4,106 
603,441 1,611,616 


Order Stops Aluminum Disparagements 


Scientific Manufacturing Company, Inc., 426 Prescott Ave., 
Scranton, Pa., and Howard J. Force, its president, have been 
ordered by the Federal Trade Commission to cease and 
desist from making misleading representations in the sale 
of pamphlets entitled “Poisons Formed by Aluminum Cook- 
ing Utensils” and “Are You Heading for ‘The Last 
Round-Up’?” 


Devoted to the alleged dangers of using aluminum cooking 
and storage utensils, the pamphlets, according to Commission 
findings, have been sold to the public and to manufacturers, 
distributors and salesmen of utensils made of materials other 
than aluminum. 


Finding that extensive scientific investigations have failed 
to disclose evidence that food prepared or stored in aluminum 
utensils is unsafe, deleterious, disease producing, poisonous 
or otherwise dangerous to health, as represented by the re- 
spondents, the Commission ordered the respondents to cease 
and desist from making representations of that character and 
from any unfair disparagement of aluminum utensils. 


Raisin Export Association Formed 


The California Raisin Export Association has filed papers 
under the Export Trade Act (Webb-Pomerene law) with the 
Federal Trade Commission, for exporting all types and 
varieties of raisins produced in California. The association 

f. 

Officers are: Bert Katz, president, and H. C. Dunlap, secre- 
tary. Members are: Bonner Packing Co., Fresno, Calif.; 
Sun-Maid Raisin Growers Association, Fresno, Calif.; Cali- 
fornia Packing Corp., San Francisco; Guggenhime & Co., 
San Francisco; and Rosenberg Bros. & Co., San Francisco. 


Total 
| Flats Halves Jan. 31, 
GRADES OR VARIETIES (8dos.) 1941 
Chinooks or Kings: Casea Cases Cases Cases 
Fancy Red............ 367 20,587 
10,241 
347 1,009 
339 277 
Puget Sound Sockeyes... . 14 30,376 
Alaska Reds............. 96,200 4, 1,003,614 
Cohoes, Silvers, Medium 
75,207 
2, 243,851 
Steelheads.............. 1,850 495 1,752 P| 
26,050 177,002 
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Definition of “Scare” Advertising Issued 


In an effort to minimize the use of “scare” advertising, Miss 
Harriet Elliott, Consumer Commissioner of the National De- 
fense Advisory Commission, today issued the following defini- 
tion to aid in arresting unjustifiable upward price movements 
which this form of artificial sales pressure induces. Her 
action follows a conference with representatives of the 
Retailers’ Advisory Committee and the Better Business 
Bureau: 


“Scare advertising is advertising which tends, through 
fear of price increases or shortages, to induce the consumer 
to make speculative advance purchases,” is Miss Elliott's 
definition. 


“Every effort to discourage scare advertising,” Miss Elliott 
said, “is an essential measure for consumer protection in the 
defense program. This definition should be of material assist- 
ance to business organizations which are working so effec- 
tively toward keeping prices of consumer goods at reasonable 
levels.” 


Better Business Bureaus have been examining all advertis- 
ing in the 60 cities where they maintain offices. They are 
currently extending this work by covering advertising in 
surrounding territory. 


The Retailers’ Advisory Committee elected last August by 
representatives of 52 national retail trade organizations and 
the Better Business Bureaus have been cooperating with the 
Consumer Division in discouraging speculative buying, 
“seare” advertising, and other practices threatening a 
spiralling of prices. 


Congress Debates Lend-Lease Bill 


Formal debate on the lend-lease bill in the House of Repre- 
sentatives and hearings on the measure before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee engaged most of the time of 
Congress during the past week. On Monday the Senate 
amended and passed the House bill providing funds in the 
amount of $315,000,000 for the construction of 200 cargo 
vessels, The amendments provided for the expenditure of 
an additional $65,000,000 under the contract authorizations 
contained in the Merchant Marine Act and strengthened the 
section of the bill prohibiting the employment in shipyards 
of persons who advocate the overthrow of the government. 
These amendments were approved by the House on Thursday 
and the bill was sent to the President. 


Senate and House Judiciary Committees have named sub- 
groups to consider the subject of administrative procedure, 
particularly the recommendations of the Attorney General's 
Committee. The Senate subcommittee is under the chair- 
manship of Senator Hatch of New Mexico and includes in 
its membership Senators O'Mahoney of Wyoming, Chandler 
of Kentucky, Austin of Vermont, and Danaher of Connecticut. 
The House subcommittee is composed of Representative 
Walter of Pennsylvania, chairman, and Representatives 
Bryson of South Carolina, Thom of Ohio, Gwynne of Ohio, 
and Vreeland of New Jersey. Early consideration of the 
subject is expected by both these subcommittees. 


Wholesale Business Smaller in November 


The Commerce Department reported recently that 2,703 
wholesalers representing 36 trades or kinds of business regis- 
tered sales totalling $214,296,000 in November. This repre- 
sented an increase of 7 per cent over sales totalling $199,903,- 
000 in November, 1939, but a decrease of 9 per cent from 
the October sales total of $234,590,000. 


Cost value of inventories of 1,731 reporting firms in No- 
vember was $227,552,000, an increase of 6 per cent over the 
November, 1939, figure of $215,089,000. The cost value of 
inventories in November increased less than 0.5 per cent as 
compared to October, 1940. 


November is the 16th consecutive month that inventories 
have increased over the corresponding months of the previous 
year. 


Convention Photographs in Life 


Life magazine, as was noted in last week's INFORMATION 
Lerrer, had a staff of photographers at the annual conven- 
tion in Chicago, and plans to publish a pictorial story of the 
meeting. The Association has learned that this story will 
appear in the issue of Life that will be put on sale on news- 
stands about February 27. 
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